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Parents and Schools Setting
Limits Together

FAST FACTS

ASSET #12:
School
Boundaries

Youth are more
likely to grow dp
healthy when
achool provides
cdear rufes and
CONBEQUENCES.

What Are Assets?

Assets are 40
volues, experi-
ences, and qual-
ities that help
kids succeed.
‘School bound-
aries’ is one of
aix boundories-
and-expectations
assefs.
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e principal of Highline

Community School in Colorado
believes in asseis. David Fischer walks
his talk and acts as a role model for good
hehavior. He expanded the idea of the schools
Tbully-proofing program so that it went from
violence reduction to encompassing the idea
that evervone is responsible for the health of
the school. Students are now respected for
their strengths and consulted for their input.

The result is fewer violent incidents.

I this elementary school when a student
hegins to bully other students, the other
children don't let themselves be victimized.
Instead, they challenge the bully. The bully
finds her or his behavior doesnt work to
hring the attention she or he s looking for.

Like the Highline school, all schools need
houndaries. They nead to set clear boundaries
and expectations for how students should act
and learn. Vet setting these standards isnt
easv—and neither is enforcing them. Many
schools struggele with how to discipline
students in appropriate and effective wavs.

As a parent vou can help the process by
working with vour childs school Encourage
vour school to create a conduct code at the
beginning of the vear, review the code with
the students, and send a copy of it home to
inform parents suggest that students help in

Helpful Hints

Tips that make creating clear school

boundaries easier:

« Gel invelved in a pareni-teacher policy
organization.

« Focus on the positive and build on
what's werking.

« When conflicts eccur, calmly state your
concern and suggest selutions.

creating the code. For example, Streetwater
High in National City, California, created
“The Link Crew—I12th graders who explained
the dos and don'ts of behavior to new
students and talked with students with
whom teachers were strugeling. Grades and
attendance improved, and fewer new
students spent time in the principals office.
When parents and educators work
together thev can create a supportive
enwvironment for establishing and enforcing
school houndaries And the more families,
schools and communities work together to
establish consistent boundaries the better off
our children will be because they will know
what to expect.

Evaluate Your Child’s
School

frform goaraef” about schoal boundaries by vie-

iting or volunteering of gour chifd's school and

oeking yoursef§ thece gquestione:

* foeralf how ore studenta banﬁaur‘rg?

* fow oo adafte ond atadente nferoct with
anch offier?

* When conflicts occur; how are they resofved?

* How do the school boundaries gou obesrve
match the boundories gou hove ot home?




- Quick Tip:

Children learn better when

school boundarijes are r.lmir
and consistent.

By the Book

If your child’s scheel deesn’t publish a stu-
dent handbook, ask them to. You may wani to
olfer to help put it tegether with input frem

Yyeur child and ether students, as well as schoaol ’
staff. Some areas to cover include: m
+ Absences (excused/unexcused) « Fighting

« Appearance (dress code/hair cede) - Gang activity/gang Ouestions 1o discass with owr child
« Bullying/threats membership * Do gou understand HMFHM hﬂ: ;ﬂ r fe?
. Cheating/dishenesty « Homework Why or why nor? ' e
« Desiruction of school praperiv/  + Infernet nse * Do gou fael gour schaol’s co
) 5 s s o - ALBInnGeg
vandalism ' ”ﬂl}l‘ﬂﬂul.l for ufm"arfng rules are fair? (Db q‘:r v
« Detention « Prolaniiy/obscenily nof? i or why
« Discrimination « Sexual harassment o How would uo
! . ) : . @ make school ;
« Flectronic devices (pagers, cell  + Smoking/tobacce use and cong -‘-f]fn nees r:p;:wﬂ; boundaris
phenes, persenal stereos) « Tardiness L o
« Expulsion « Weapons
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More Help for Parents

ducation: Working with Teachers, scho nlr;.. and
Wescott Dodd offers positive strategies to _hvlp
heir schools. (Published by The Noble Press.)

A Parent's Guide to Innovative b
Your Children for Real Learning by Anne

parents and children bring out the bestint

YiNalL WoRD

“No greater challenge exists today than creating safe schools.”
—Ronald D. Stephens
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For local information
About how you can increase assets in Lenawee County
Contact:
Christine M acNaughton, Executive Director
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1040 S. Winter St. Suite 3013
Adrian, M1 49221
517-263-4591
Email: macnaughtonc@michigan. gov
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